The Long View

What Twenty-Five Years of Divorce Taught Us

There are things twenty-five years of divorce mediation and document preparation
experience have uniquely prepared us to do.

We won't tell you what decision to make. We cannot determine what is legally best for you.
We do not take responsibility for choices that belong to you and your spouse.

But after decades of helping couples move through divorce, we can give you something else
besides properly populated court forms.

The Long View.

When you're standing inside a divorce, your field of vision can understandably become
remarkably small.

The account you're arguing about.

The parenting schedule neither of you likes.

The forensic business evaluation you don't understand.

The mediation that feels like it went nowhere yesterday.

The thing your spouse just texted that suddenly darkens everything else.

Those kinds of valleys can all feel so incredibly claustrophobic.
But GDC has the advantage of seeing things from higher ground.

Not because we know what your answers should be, but because we've watched these
processes unfold from beginning to end for decades. We've seen what feels like a massive
wall in the middle of a divorce become merely another speed bump among the many to be
resolved when put into perspective. We've seen couples get stuck and then, get informed,
reconsider, compromise, make decisions, get unstuck and move forward.

We've seen what comes next. We've seen the progress. We've seen the finish line crossed
countless times.

That is part of what experience gives you: a fuller context beyond the overwhelming moment.

The Value of the GDC Perspective

The Long View doesn't solve your problems.




But it does carry the wisdom that can put them in perspective. That helps a lot in a divorce.

It recognizes that today's disagreement is always occurring inside a much larger process.
That the decision in front of you is not the entire divorce. That confusion does not necessarily
mean failure. That disagreement does not necessarily mean impasse. And that needing
additional information does not mean your divorce has suddenly become unmanageable. The
GDC Portal is built around the spirit of possibility and success because its function reflects the
long view that gets people from start to finish. The Portal can accomplish this because of the
way it is structured; by the timing of when and how you are prompted to proceed to the next
step; and perhaps most importantly by its novel dual participation architecture.

Yet even so:

Sometimes you need legal advice.

Sometimes you need financial expertise.

Sometimes you need to have another mediation with your spouse.

You will make those determinations during this process. Step by step, you'll get through it
like so many GDC clients before you.

Twenty-five years of watching couples navigate this terrain has taught us where many of the
difficult places are. We designed the GDC system to meet couples in those very places with
appropriate support.

Our experience becomes the structured process you are about to utilize.

How Experience Influences Our Design

Experience isn't particularly useful if all it does is sit in somebody else's head.

We've translated decades of experience into the way our system presents itself to the
couples using it.

The GDC Experience offers you:

Perspective: We know where you are standing. We know what comes next. We know how the
process gets finished.

Process Guidance: Like guardrails on a course, the GDC Portal helps keep the process from
wandering into inefficiency.

Structure: You don't have to manage the file. The GDC Portal carries you through the
architecture of the process so you can concentrate on the substance of your decisions.

Affirmation: The divorce experience may be unfamiliar to you, but it is no stranger to us.

Hope: So many people have gotten through this process before you. The path has been
traveled.

No one says divorce is easy.

But at GDC we know it is navigable. We paved a road for you right through it.




The GDC Experience Is Not Legal Authority

This distinction matters to us, and it should matter to you as well.

A guide can know a mountain extraordinarily well without deciding for the people they are
guiding why it's being climbed, which peak they hope to reach, or whether they ultimately
choose to turn back and go home before they summit.

We can definitely help you make your way up the mountain. But the motives, the choices, the
risks, and the research are all yours—as they should be in an uncontested divorce.

Still, you want an experienced and proven guide who knows the terrain intimately.

Some easier stretches may move smoothly with the structure and guidance of the GDC
Portal. Other, more technical and complicated ascents require deeper information and more
detailed preparation before striking out of base camp. Some of the more challenging marital
estates may require research and information from qualified professional resources that can
help you better understand the issues before making your decisions. Get that help or
assistance, then hit the GDC road.

Knowing the terrain means knowing enough about the journey to help you recognize where
you're standing.

GDC experience doesn't give us authority over your marriage.
It gives us a clear perspective on the process of dissolving one.

That is the role GDC is designed to play.

The GDC Portal Represents Our Brand

For more than twenty-five years, we have assisted couples as they worked their way through
divorce from beginning to end.

We have earned the Long View the hard way—by being there.

We know where couples commonly become confused, frustrated, exhausted, or stuck. We
know the questions that tend to arise. We know the points where more information, more
research, another conversation, or outside professional expertise may be useful before the
two of you are ready to move forward.

That experience has been built into the Portal itself: into the questions it asks, the order in
which it asks them, the resources available along the way, the video tutorials, the tooltips,
the places where we encourage you to slow down and understand something before
proceeding, and the structure that keeps the process moving while the two of you do the
work only the two of you can do.

This is experienced guidance.

And we know how it feels to be scared or overwhelmed in this process. But this is no cold,
corporate online money grab. We are sincere, and not afraid to meet you where you are.

Divorce can be awful. That's the elephant in the room.




Dreams change. People disappoint one another. Something you once believed would last
forever may be coming to an end. There are days when it can all feel unbearably heavy.

There is no point painting rainbows over it. Some days the whole thing can feel like a
symphony of pain.

And then—
Somebody bends a guitar string exactly right.

Someone makes you laugh when you thought you had forgotten how. You notice the evening
light on the wall. The right person visits at precisely the wrong—or right—moment. And for a
few minutes, something serene opens.

Not because it makes the difficult parts disappear.
Because somehow life keeps arriving alongside the pain.
That's hope. We've seen it pull so many people through.

And after twenty-five years of watching people transition out of marriage, we've seen what is
waiting on the other side. A new chapter—one you haven't written yet.

This is no distant cyber hum. This is the heartbeat of GDC.
Perspective. Process Guidance. Structure. Affirmation. Hope.

It is the benefit of having traveled this road with many people before you—and having
designed a process around what those years taught us.

The GDC Portal reflects our decades in the trenches of divorce—year after year, seeing the
process through to the end with the GDC clients who trusted us. We still care. Behind the
elegant digital GDC Portal, we still stand, wanting to see you through to the end.

That's what experience can give you without taking your decisions away.
The decisions remain yours. GDC provides the structure for recording them.

GDC is not a law firm and does not provide legal advice. This resource provides general educational and
organizational information for GDC Portal users.





